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A C T I V I T Y  :  C I V I L  R I G H T S  O R G A N I Z AT I O N S

I N S T RU C T I O N S

Student sshould read the following excerpts from the founding documents of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC), the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), and the
Rome Council on Human Relations (RCHR). On the provided chart, students should mark which of the
listed characteristics each of the groups meets. Using the completed chart, students should be able to
determine the group in which each historical actor was a member.

Fr o m  t h e   O r i g i n a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  B y - L a w s  o f  t h e  R o m e  C o u n c i l  o n  H u m a n  R e l a t i o n s ,
1 9 6 1

S e c t i o n  1 .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s h a l l  b e :

( a )  To  d e v i s e ,  d e v e l o p ,  p u b l i c i z e  a n d  exe c u t e  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o m o t e
g o o d  w i l l  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  c o u n t e r a c t  p r e j u d i c e  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  r a c i a l ,
n a t i o n a l  o r  e t h n i c  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p .

( b )  To  e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r  g r o u p s  t o  b e c o m e  a n d  r e m a i n  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  a b o v e  o b j e c t i v e .

Fr o m  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  B y - L a w s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C h r i s t i a n  L e a d e r s h i p  C o n f e r e n c e  ( S C LC ) ,
[ c  1 9 5 7 ]

S e c t i o n  3 .  P u r p o s e s .  T h e  o b j e c t s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  o f  s a i d  C o r p o r a t i o n  a r e  t o  ex i s t  a n d  f u n c t i o n
a s  a n  [ c h a r i t a b l e ]  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  o r g a n i z e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  C h r i s t i a n
g u i d a n c e  t o  a i d  i n  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  C i v i c ,  R e l i g i o u s ,  E c o n o m i c ,  a n d  C u l t u r a l  C o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e
S o u t h  a n d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n .  S a i d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n t e n d s  t o  s t r i v e  t o w a r d s  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
i n  a l l  e f f o r t s  t o w a r d  i n t e r r a c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  g o o d  w i l l :  t o  a s s i s t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  C h r i s t i a n
L e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  S o u t h  a n d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n ;  t o  w o r k  w i t h  N a t i o n a l ,  S t a t e  a n d  L o c a l  A g e n c i e s
i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C h r i s t i a n  f e l l o w s h i p ;  t o  w o r k  w i t h  s u c h  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f
i n t e r r a c i a l  u n i t e  h a r m o n y,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y ;  t o  s e c u r e ,  t h r o u g h  r e s e a r c h  a n d
a c t i o n  p r o g r a m s  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  r a c e ;  t o
e d u c a t e  a n d  o f f e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  t o  c o n d u c t  p u b l i c  f o r u m s  o n  t h e
o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  C i t i z e n s h i p ;  t o  p r o m o t e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  C i v i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w h i c h
f u l f i l l s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s  o b l i g a t i o n s  a n d  p r o m o t e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e .  T h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n
h o p e s  t o  a c h i e v e  i t s  p u r p o s e s  t h r o u g h  n o n - v i o l e n t  d i r e c t  a c t i o n ,  l e c t u r e s ,  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f
l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n .

Fr o m  S t u d e n t  N o n v i o l e n t  C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o m m i t t e e  ( S N C C )  Fo u n d i n g  S t a t e m e n t ,  1 9 6 0

W e  a f f i r m  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a l  o f  n o n v i o l e n c e  a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  o u r
p u r p o s e ,  t h e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  o f  o u r  b e l i e f,  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  o u r  a c t i o n .

N o n v i o l e n c e ,  a s  i t  g r o w s  f r o m  t h e  J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  s e e k s  a  s o c i a l  o r d e r  o f  j u s t i c e
p e r m e a t e d  b y  l o v e .  I n t e g r a t i o n  o f  h u m a n  e n d e a v o r  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c r u c i a l  f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d s
s u c h  a  s o c i e t y.

T h r o u g h  n o n v i o l e n c e ,  c o u r a g e  d i s p l a c e s  f e a r.  L o v e  t r a n s c e n d s  h a t e .  A c c e p t a n c e  d i s s i p a t e s
p r e j u d i c e ;  h o p e  e n d s  d e s p a i r.  F a i t h  r e c o n c i l e s  d o u b t .  P e a c e  d o m i n a t e s  w a r.  M u t u a l  r e g a r d s
c a n c e l  e n m i t y.  J u s t i c e  f o r  a l l  o v e r t h r o w s  i n j u s t i c e .  T h e  r e d e m p t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  s u p e r s e d e s
i m m o r a l  s o c i a l  s y s t e m s .

B y  a p p e a l i n g  t o  c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  m o r a l  n a t u r e  o f  h u m a n  ex i s t e n c e ,
n o n v i o l e n c e  n u r t u r e s  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  i n  w h i c h  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  j u s t i c e  b e c o m e  a c t u a l
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

A l t h o u g h  e a c h  l o c a l  g r o u p  i n  t h i s  m o v e m e n t  m u s t  d i l i g e n t l y  w o r k  o u t  t h e  c l e a r  m e a n i n g  o f
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  o f  p u r p o s e ,  e a c h  a c t  o r  p h a s e  o f  o u r  c o r p o r a t e  e f f o r t  m u s t  r e f l e c t  a  g e n u i n e
s p i r i t  o f  l o v e  a n d  g o o d - w i l l .

Sources:  Southern Christian Leadership Conference,  Constitution and By-Laws of  Southern Christian Leadership
Conference ,  [c  1957] and   Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee,  "Founding Statement," April  1960, in Civil
Rights Movement Archive,  Tougaloo College,  accessed on 18 November 2019, https://www.crmvet.org/;  John R.  and
Annabel H. Bertrand, Rome Council  on Human Relations,  1962-1988: Historical  Survey Based on Documentary Sources ,
December 1988,   Frances Freeborn Pauley Papers,  1919-1992, Stuart A.  Rose Manuscript,  Archives,  and Rare Book
Library,  Emory University,  Atlanta,  GA.
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AC T I V I T Y  -  C O N T I N U E D  ( p a g e  2 )

SCLC SNCC RCHR

Embrace nonviolence

End racial discrimination/ support
integration

Improve economic opportunities for all
people

Promote civic and political participation

Promote good will and understanding
between different racial and ethnic groups

Uphold Christian and Judaeo-Christian
values

M e m b e r s  o f  C i v i l  R i g h t s  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

R a l p h  A b e r n a t h y,  a n  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  m i n i s t e r  w h o  h e l p e d  l e a d  t h e  M o n t g o m e r y  B u s
B o y c o t t

L i ke l y  a  m e m b e r  o f :                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   .

C .W.  Ay c o c k ,  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  p r i n c i p a l  o f  M a i n  H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  R o m e ,  G e o r g i a  a n d  a  m e m b e r
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  A d v a n c e m e n t  o f  C o l o r e d  P e o p l e

L i ke l y  a  m e m b e r  o f :                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   .

J o h n  B e r t r a n d ,  w h i t e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  B e r r y  C o l l e g e  i n  R o m e ,  G e o r g i a ,  w h o  i n t e g r a t e d  t h e
c o l l e g e  i n  1 9 6 4

L i ke l y  a  m e m b e r  o f :                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   .

Fr a n z i s k a  B o a s ,  w h i t e  d a n c e  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  S h o r t e r  C o l l e g e  i n  R o m e ,  G e o r g i a ,  w h o  h a d
p r e v i o u s l y  o p e r a t e d  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  d a n c e  s t u d i o  i n  N e w  Yo r k

L i ke l y  a  m e m b e r  o f :                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   .

J u l i a n  B o n d ,  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  s t u d e n t  a t  M o r e h o u s e  C o l l e g e  w h o  l e d  s t u d e n t  p r o t e s t s  i n
A t l a n t a  a g a i n s t  s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s

L i ke l y  a  m e m b e r  o f :                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     .

M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ,  J r. ,  a n  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  m i n i s t e r  w h o  h e l p e d  l e a d  t h e  M o n t g o m e r y  B u s
B o y c o t t

L i ke l y  a  m e m b e r  o f :                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   .

D i a n e  N a s h ,  a n  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  s t u d e n t  a t  F i s k  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e
n o n v i o l e n t   s i t - i n  m o v e m e n t  i n  N a s h v i l l e

L i ke l y  a  m e m b e r  o f :                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   .

National Organization
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A N S W E R  K E Y

A c t i v i t y  :  C i v i l  R i g h t s  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

SCLC SNCC RCHR

Embrace nonviolence

End racial discrimination/ support
integration

Improve economic opportunities for all
people

Promote civic and political participation

Promote good will and understanding
between different racial and ethnic groups

Uphold Christian and Judaeo-Christian
values

National Organization

Ralph Abernathy - SCLC
C.W. Aycock - RCHR
John Bertrand - RCHR
Franziska Boas - RCHR
Julian Bond - SNCC
Martin Luther King, Jr. - SCLE
Diane Nash -SNCC

Further Information on the Civil
Rights Movement in Rome, Georgia
is available at:
https://sites.berry.edu/civilrights/


