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M. Peter Lanahan General Electric Company
Manager - Hudson River Project 7 Computer Drive South
Albany, NY 12205
Fax: (518) 458-1014
Dial Comm: 8* 920-9648
Telephone: (518) 458-6648

MEMORANDUM
May 27, 1993
TO: J. F. Welch, Jr.
Chairman
B. W. Heinemann, Jr. Senior Vice President
General Counsel
FROM: P. Lanahan

Manager - Hudson River Project

SUBJECT: CAPACITORS FOUND NEAR HUDSON FALLS PLANT

Yesterday, (5/27) a diver working for GE on the Hudson River Reassessment performed an
underwater inspection near the Hudson Falls plant and discovered five capacitors in the river.
The inspection was for the purpose of locating old pipes or other possible conduits to the river.
The capacitors appeared to be old but sound, and he undertook to remove them from the river for
proper disposal. In the process, one of the units leaked about one fluid ounce of oily material on
the shore and into the river, which has been reported to the regulatory agencies. Before the
removal operation was suspended in order to avoid the possibility of Further spills, three units
were taken out of the river. All of them are at least twenty years old. One additional unit was
discovered this morning.

Instructions have been given to the consulting firm in charge that the location of all capacitors
discovered in the river should be mapped, but not removed until proper handling equipment is in
place. The necessary equipment to remove them and avoid spills will be in place early next week.

The capacitors that were removed from the river are small — the largest unit measures about 4" x
12" x 24". They are being properly stored in preparation for disposal, and were briefly inspected
by a New York DEC official who noted their age and took a photograph.

We are revising the scope of our in-river investigation to provide for a comprehensive search of
the area for any additional capacitors.

cc: David C. Genever-Watling
Frank Blake
Bryce MacDonald
Joe McSweeney
Steve Ramsey
Susan Walter
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